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Neighbors: Imitating the Lord
(10:25-37)

It was expected that rabbis would discyss the-
ological matters in public, and the question
this scribe (lawyer) asked was one that was
often debated by the Jews. It was a good ques-
tion asked with a bad motive, because the
lawyer hoped to trap our Lord. However, Jesus
trapped the lawyer!

Our Lord sent the man back to the law, not
because the law saves us (Gal. 2:16, 21: 3:21),
but because the law shows us that we need to
be saved. There can be no real conversion
without conviction, and the law is what God
uses to convict sinners (Rom. 3:20).

The scribe gave the right answer, but he
would not apply it personally to himself and
admit his own lack of love for both God and
his neighbor. So, instead of being justified by
throwing himself on the mercy of God (Luke
18:9-14), he tried to justify himself and wriggle
out of his predicament. He used the old debat-
ing tactic: “Define your terms! What do you
mean by ‘neighbor’? Who is my neighbor?”

Jesus did not say that this story was a para-
ble, so it could well be the report of an actual
occurrence. For Jesus to tell a story that made
the Jews look bad and the Samaritans look
good would either be dangerous or self-defeat-
ing. “You just made that up!” they could say.
“We all know that nothing like that would ever
happen!” So it is possible that some of His lis-
teners, including the lawyer, knew that such a
thing had really happened. Either way, the
account is realistic.

The worst thing we can do with any para-
ble, especially this one, is turn it into an alle-
gory and make everything stand for
something. The victim becomes the lost sin-
ner who is half-dead (alive physically, dead
spiritually), helplessly left on the road of life.
The priest and Levite represent the law and
the sacrifices, neither of which can save the
sinner.

The Samaritan is Jesus Christ who saves
the man, pays the bill, and promises to come
again. The inn stands for the local church
where believers are cared for, and the “two
pence” are the two ordinances, baptism and
Communion. If you take this approach to
Scripture, you can make the Bible say almost
anything you please, and you are sure to miss
the messages God wants you to get.

The road from Jerusalem down to Jericho
was indeed a dangerous one. Since the temple
workers used it so much, you would have
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thought the Jews or Romans would _have tak.en
steps to make it safe. It is much ea§1er to main-
tain a religious system than it is to improve the

neighborhood.

Most of us can think up excuses fqr Fhe
priest and Levite as they ignored the victim.
(Maybe we have used them ourselves!) The
priest had been serving God at the temple all
week and was anxious to get home. Perhaps
the bandits were still lurking in the vicinity
and using the victim as “bait.” Why take a
chance? Anyway, it was not his fault that the
man was attacked. The road was busy, so
somebody else was bound to come along and
help the man. The priest left it to the Levite,
and then the Levite did what the priest did—
nothing! Such is the power of the bad example
of a religious man.

By using a Samaritan as the hero, Jesus
disarmed the Jews, for the Jews and
Samaritans were enemies (John 4:9; 8:48). It
was not a Jew helping a Samaritan but a
Samaritan helping a Jew who had been ignored
by his fellow Jews! The Samaritan loved those
who hated him, risked his own life, spent his
own money (two days’ wages for a laborer),
and was never publicly rewarded or honored
as far as we know.

What the Samaritan did helps us better
understand what it means to “show mercy”
(Luke 10:37), and it also illustrates the ministry
of Jesus Christ. The Samaritan identified with the
needs of the stranger and had compassion on
him. There was no logical reason why he should
rearrange his plans and spend his money just to
help an “enemy” in need, but mercy does not
need reasons. Being an expert in the law, the
scribe certainly knew that God required His peo-
ple to show mercy, even to strangers and ene-
mies (Ex. 23:4-5; Lev. 19:33-34; Mic. 6:8).

See how wisely Jesus “turned the tables”
on the lawyer. Trying to evade responsibility,
the man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Byt
Jesus asked, “Which of these three men wag
neighbor to the victim?” The big question is,
“To whom can I be a neighbor?” and thig has
nothing to do with geography, citizenship, or
race. Wherever people need us, there we can
be neighbors and, like Jesus Christ, show
mercy.

The lawyer wanted to discuss “neighbor”
in a general way, but Jesus forced him to cop-
sider a specific man in need. How easy it is for
us to talk about abstract ideals and fail to help
solve concrete problems. We can discusg
things like “poverty” and “job opportunities”

and yet never personally hel
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illustrates this point. Attending 3 i Ties
in Indianapolis, Mr. Moody asked singe’;txlon
Sankey to meet him at six o’clock one evep; nra
at a certain street corner. Whep Sankeg
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arrived, Mr. Moody put him on 3 box anq
asked him to sing, and it was not long before 5
crowd gathered. Moody spoke briefly, inviting
the crowd to follow him to the nearby opers
house. Before long, the auditorium was filled,
and the evangelist preached the gospel to the
spiritually hungry people.

When the delegates to the convention
started to arrive, Moody stopped preaching and
said, “Now we must close as the brethren of the
convention wish to come and to discuss the
question, ‘How to Reach the Masses.” Touché!

We may read this passage and think only
of “the high cost of caring,” but it is far more
costly #ot to care. The priest and the Levite
lost far more by their neglect than the
Samaritan did by his concern. They lost the
opportunity to-become better men and good
stewards of what God had given them. They
could have been a good influence in a bad
world, but they chose to be a bad influence:
The Samaritan’s one deed of mercy has inspired
sacrificial ministry all over the world. Never &Y
that such ministry is wasted! God sees t0 i
that no act of loving service in Christ’s name s
ever lost,
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